Silver Creek Township Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes
May 28, 2025, 7:00 p.m.
Township Hall
32764 Dixon Street
Dowagiac M| 49047
Regular Meeting

Ben Schilling called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 28, 2025.
All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Roll Call

MEMBERS PRESENT: Nick Barnes, John Joossens, Ben Schilling, Veronnica Kenreich, Julie Stark,
and Jon Tidey

MEMBERS ABSENT: Tim Feirick

OTHERS PRESENT: Wendy Colburn and members of the public

Approval of the agenda for May 28, 2025

Nick Barnes motioned to approve the minutes from May 28, 2025
John Joossens seconded.

The motion passed by voice vote.

Approval of the minutes of April 23, 2025

Veronnica Kenreich motioned to approve the minutes from April 23, 2025.
Jon Tidey seconded.

The motion passed by voice vote.

Communications
None.

Public Comment

Ron Walsworth spoke about his concerns with short-term rentals and expressed his concern
about homes in his neighborhood being sold exclusively for rental purposes. He pointed out that
several other townships have imposed limits on the number of rentals. He asked if the township
could implement a moratorium to avert such situations. Veronnica Kenreich explained that the
ordinance had already passed after years of scrutiny. He was not aware of this. Additionally, he
was curious whether renting a property would grant access to the lake, particularly since deeded
access is usually reserved for property owners. Veronnica Kenreich provided copies of the
ordinance to Mr. Walsworth and noted that the township was unable to enforce issues unless an
ordinance was in place. Ben Schilling states that the ordinance is also available on the township’s
website. Registration is ongoing, and the ordinance goes into effect on June 1, 2025, and gives
the township the ability to enforce issues. John Joossens noted that the township based the
ordinance on what the State of Michigan had planned to put into place but had not passed yet.
Ben Schilling notes that residents in some neighborhood HOAs could structure their bylaws to
further address their specific neighborhood concerns. He notes Mr. Walsworth’s comments will
be taken under advisement.
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8. ZBA Report
Updates given by Wendy Colburn.

9. Building And Zoning Administrator's Report
Updates given by Nick Barnes. Mark Davis stepped down, and Ryan Laylin was appointed the
Interim Zoning Administrator while the township looks for a replacement.

10. New Business
Master Plan Survey- When should we close the survey?

McKenna typically leaves the survey open 30-45 days. Since members would like to
have more public involvement, they would like to have the survey remain open until the end
of June. McKenna will be present at the July meeting.

Members would like to have two town hall meetings before the regular planning
commission meetings in June and July. Tim Fierick, Veronnica Kenreich, and John Jooseens
will attend the 6 pm town hall on June 25", Julie Stark and Ben Schilling plan to attend the
town hall on July 23 at 6 pm.

11. OIld Business
None.

12. Commission Member Comments
Members continue the discussion on short-term rentals.

13. Public Comments
None.

14. Next Meeting
June 25, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. with a town hall meeting beginning at 6:00 pm

15. Adjournment
John Joossens motioned to adjourn,
seconded by Nick Barnes
All members present supported. Meeting adjourned at 7:28

Recording Secretary, Wendy Colburn Secretary, Veronnica Kenreich
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