SILVER CREEK TOWNSHIP
32764 DIXON ST | TOWNSHIP HALL
August 13, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.
Meeting Minutes

1. Call to Order AT 6:30PM BY Supervisor Braman

2. Pledge of Allegiance was recited

3. Roll Call: (All Present) Supervisor Braman, Clerk Honn, Treasurer Behnke, Trustee Barnes,
Trustee Stockwell
Others present: Bill Kayes, Captain Johnson, Chief Hartman, Chief Lozada, Commissioner
Langley, and several members of the community, including PC commissioners and firefighters.

4. Public Comment was open at 6:31 pm with no comments presented. Closed at 6:31pm.

Public Hearing on Special Assessment Districts:
1. Dewey Lake Weed Control Special Assessment District
2. Little Crooked Lake Weed Control Special Assessment District
3. Magician Lake Weed Control Special Assessment District
4. Public Safety Millage Special Assessment District
*The Public Hearing was open at 6:31pm and closed at 6:34pm.

5. Approval of Agenda was moved by Barnes, second by Stockwell. Motion Carried with
unanimous support.

6. Approval of July 9, 2025 minutes was moved by Honn, second by Barnes. Motion Carried with
unanimous support.

7. Approval of Bills & Claims, including Payroll, in the total amount of $60,678.78 was moved by
Honn, second by Behnke. Small discussion about a claim. Motion Carried with a Roll Call vote:
Yes (5) Stockwell, Barnes, Braman, Honn, Behnke. No (0).

8. REPORTS & UPDATES

a. Police- Captain Johnson gave updates on recruits’ progress and field training. They are
focused on being present and reducing speeding in Silver Creek, noting some problems
areas. Reminding folks that golf carts should not be on the roads.

b. Fire- Chief Lozada and Chief Hartman both presented on behalf of their fire departments.
Both had very busy months. AS A REMINDER- THERE IS NO PARKING ALLOWED
ON THE STREETS. THIS IS DANGEROUS AS THE NARROW ROADS WILL NOT
FIT THE TRUCKS IN CASE OF EMERGENCY. PLEASE PARK COMPLETELY OFF
THE ROADS.

c. Building & Zoning- reports were provided in the packets.

d. Commissions/Boards/Officials updates:
Planning Commission- Barnes gave updates on the Master Plan. No public hearing
scheduled yet, but soon they will be reaching out for community input.
Ambulance- Braman gave update on the SMCAS contract and next meeting.
Elections- Honn announced the November ballots will have both a countywide millage,
and both Dowagiac and Eau Claire School District also appear on the ballot. For anyone
on the Permanent Ballot list- they will receive their ballots in September. Anyone not on
the Permanent Ballot List will need to apply if they wish to be mailed an AV Ballot.
Everyone is encouraged to vote on November 4%,
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9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a. September Landfill Passes are available from all staff members during their Office Hours.
More information will be posted on the website.

10. NEW BUSINESS

a. Resolution 25-14: Special Assessment Roll for Dewey Lake Weed Control.

Motion moved by Stockwell, second by Barnes. Board and special assessor Bill Kayes
discussed the fund balances and required minimums. The Board came to the consensus
that the assessments should be reduced as not to create too much of a surplus in the
account. Resolution 25-14 with a reduction of 25% in assessments was moved by Honn,
second by Behnke. Resolution Adopted with a Roll Call vote as follows: Yes (5) Behnke,
Honn, Braman, Barnes, Stockwell. No (0).

b. Resolution 25-15: Special Assessment Roll for Little Crooked Lake Weed Control.
Motion moved by Barnes, second by Honn. Resolution Adopted with a Roll Call vote as
follows: Yes (5) Honn, Braman, Barnes, Stockwell, Behnke. No (0)

c. Resolution 25-16: Special Assessment Roll for Magician Lake Weed Control.

The Board discussed the current surplus in the accounts and conferred with Bill Kayes
and determined that the assessments should not be assessed this year. Motion to not
assess Magician Lake Weed Control District was moved by Honn, second by Stockwell.
Motion Carried by a Roll Call vote as follows: Yes (5) Behnke, Honn, Braman, Barnes,
Stockwell. No (0).

d. Resolution 25-17: Public Safety PA 33 Special Assessment.

The Board is charged with determining if 2, 2.5, or 3 mills would be necessary. With the
passing of Public Act 33 for Public Safety, this millage will cover the costs associated
with Police, Fire, and Ambulance coverage- all 3™ party contracted. Supervisor Braman
asked the Fire Departments to present on the need to increase their contract amounts.
Both of our Fire Departments are Volunteer Departments. With the old voter approved
millages, the Fire Departments have actually seen a decrease in funding over the last 15
years. Last year both departments received 0.334 mill equating to about $100,000. Chief
Lozada from Sister Lakes Fire presented on the need for funding future Capital
Improvement plans and gear replacement costs, with the costs only increasing. Chief
Hartman presented with a need to start paying their volunteers at a volunteer pay to help
with recruitment; also mentioning the current apparatus leases and need for Capital
Improvement. Members of the public asked the Chiefs several questions including ISO
ratings and plans to improve them. Currently both Fire Departments plan to get re-
evaluated for their ISO ratings by fall of 2026. ISO scores start at 10 and the lower the
score the better. Indian Lake currently has a 9, Sister Lakes currently has a 6. The
increased funding would help the departments improve ratings. Members of the public
were curious how the funding worked and if the Township would withhold funds. The
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Board and the audience actively engaged in open forum. The audience requested that the
Board support the Fire Departments with the maximum amounts allowed. The Board then
discussed the actually numbers that would be allocated to each department if the Board
was to assess on the full 3.0 mills. The Board agreed that of the $995,211.72 to be
collected from the 3 mills, that $400,000 would be given to each department with the
remaining $195,211.72 set aside for the Ambulance contract, and the Cass County Sheriff
contract for part-time hourly contract would be paid with the current surplus in the Public
Safety fund. The Resolution Approving PA 33 of 1951 Special Assessment Roll for
Emergency Services at the published rate of 3.0 mills in the amount of $995,211.72 was
motioned for approval by Clerk Honn and supported by Trustee Barnes. The Supervisor
declared the Resolution 25-17 adopted and approved after a Roll Call vote as follows:

Yes (5) Supervisor Braman, Clerk Honn, Treasurer Behnke, Trustee Barnes, Trustee
Stockwell. No (0). Absent: (0).

e. Motion to approve moving $3,000 from the contingency line to the Supervisor’s
department to cover the costs of training and conferences. Moved by Honn, second by
Behnke. Motion carried with a Roll Call vote as follows: Yes (5) Stockwell, Barnes,
Braman, Honn, Behnke. No (0).

11. PUBLIC COMMENT- opened at 7:34pm with a comment on the ambulance presented; closed at
7:35pm.

12. BOARD COMMENT- Members of the Board thanked the members of the public for attending
the Public Hearing and voicing their opinions on the direction they wanted the Board take.

13. ADJOURNMENT was moved by Trustee Barnes and supported by Stockwell. After unanimous
support the meeting adjourned at 7:36pm.
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