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Silver Creek Township Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

July 23, 2025, 7:00 p.m.  
Township Hall 

32764 Dixon Street 
Dowagiac MI 49047 

  Regular Meeting  
 

1.    Ben Schilling called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 23, 2025.   

2. All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.   
 

3. Roll Call 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: Nick Barnes, Ben Schilling, Veronnica Kenreich, Julie Stark, and Tim Feirick  

               MEMBERS ABSENT: Jon Tidey, John Joossens 
               OTHERS PRESENT: Wendy Colburn, Paige Bordeur, and members of the public  
 

4. Approval of the agenda for July 23, 2025  
Nick Barnes motioned to approve the minutes from July 23, 2025 
Veronnica Kenreich seconded.  
The motion passed by voice vote.  

 
5. Approval of the minutes of June 25, 2025 

Veronnica Kenreich motioned to approve the minutes from June 25, 2025.  
Tim Feirick seconded.  
The motion passed by voice vote.    
 

6. Communications  
None. 

 
7. Public Comment  

none 

8. ZBA Report  
None 
  

9. Building And Zoning Administrator's Report  
none 

 
10. New Business 

Paige Bordeur, with McKenna, presented a summary of the online survey to the members 
and provided them with copies of the report. She highlighted the stats and encouraged 
everyone to review the summary report. She noted that there was a significant amount of 
written feedback, and the overall response to the survey was good, with over 300 
responses. Members engaged Ms. Bordeur with questions and comments. She will attend 
the Planning Commission Meeting in September and bring a draft of the action plan. 
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11. Old Business 
None. 

 
12. Commission Member Comments  

The next regular meeting is scheduled for August 27, 2025. This meeting will also include a 
public hearing regarding the request from Dan Tyner and the Hemlock Island Association, Inc., 
for special land use and site plan approval for a private marina and parking lot on their property.  

Ben Schilling encouraged members to bring any questions they may have to him or Veronnica 
Kenrich. He reminded members that opinions and debates will not take place privately, and 
questions will only be addressed for clarification. Members are encouraged to visit the site in 
person and can obtain identification badges by stopping by the clerk’s office.  

Tim Fierick requested hard copies of the upcoming hearing packet, as they are quite extensive. 
Ben Schilling will have copies available for members in his inbox at the township.  

Ben also highlighted, for reference, that the zoning ordinance is codified in Section 155 et seq. of 
the Silver Creek Township Code of Ordinances. District regulations can be found in Section 
155.079, while zoning definitions are in Section 155.006. Special land use considerations for the 
Planning Commission are outlined in Section 155.130 et seq. Marina special land use standards 
are detailed in Section 155.174. Off-street parking requirements are addressed in Section 
155.115 et seq. As well as other relevant sections 155.182, 155.183, and 155.173 

13. Public Comments 
None. 

 
14.  Next Meeting   

 August 27, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. – public hearing and regular meeting. 
 

15.  Adjournment 
 Julie Stark motioned to adjourn, 
 seconded by Nick Barnes 
 All the members present supported.  Meeting adjourned at 7:56 

 

_________________________________             ___________________________________ 
Recording Secretary, Wendy Colburn                               Secretary, Veronnica Kenreich  

 

  


