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Silver Creek Township Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

October 22, 2025, 7:00 p.m.  
Township Hall 

32764 Dixon Street 
Dowagiac MI 49047 

1.    John Joossens called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 22, 2025.   

2. All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.   
3. Roll Call 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Nick Barnes, Ben Schilling, Veronnica Kenreich, John Joossens, Julie Stark, 
Nick Lindenmulder, and Tim Feirick  

               MEMBERS ABSENT: Ben Schilling 
               OTHERS PRESENT: Wendy Colburn and members of the public 
 

4. Approval of the agenda for October 22, 2025  
Nick Barnes would like to approve the agenda with the amendment to include the voting of 
officers under New Business. 
Nick Barnes motioned to approve the amended agenda for October 22, 2025 
Julie Stark seconded.  

Nick Barnes - yes 
John Joossens- yes 
Julie Stark - yes 
Nick Lindenmulder - yes 
Tim Feirick -yes 
Veronnica Kenreich- yes 

The motion passed by roll-call vote.  
 

5. Approval of the minutes of September 24, 2025 
Nick Barnes motioned to approve the minutes from September 24, 2025.  
John Joossens seconded.  
The motion passed by voice vote.    
 

6. Communications  
None. 

 

7. Public Comment  
None. 

8. ZBA Report  
No updates. 
  

9. Building And Zoning Administrator's Report  
Ryan Laylin was absent but submitted a report to Veronnica Kenreich, who then distributed it to 
the members before the meeting. Veronnica Kenreich read the report aloud. 
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10. New Business 

Ordinance – Solar Farms and Wetland Setbacks 
Veronnica Kenreich would like to investigate and obtain a quote from McKenna regarding the 
inclusion of wetland setbacks and solar farms. Additionally, members plan to incorporate wind 
turbines into this quote. The state has provided a map of wetlands; however, micro-wetlands are 
often not included in these official maps. As a result, their removal can go unnoticed, and 
Veronnica Kenreich is concerned that this is happening at an alarming rate. She would like to 
pursue an ordinance to address this issue, believing that the township should identify and protect 
these vital micro-wetland habitats. She plans to share a link to the Porter Township wetland 
ordinance with everyone for their review, so they can discuss it at the next meeting. Additionally, 
she will conduct further research on these topics and present her findings during that meeting. 

 

11. Old Business 
Voting for Planning Commission officers for 2026 

Ben Schilling is absent. Nick Barnes reports that in his conversation with Ben, he stated that 
members could vote to table the decision until the next meeting or proceed without him. 

It was moved by Tim Feirick to retain the current officers for 2026 and supported by Nick 
Barnes.  Officers for the Planning Commission for 2026 are as follows: 

• Ben Schilling – Chairman 
• John Joossens- Vice Chairman 
• Veronnica Kenreich- Secretary 

The motion being put to a roll-call vote, the following was recorded: 
 Nick Barnes- yes 
 John Joossens-yes 
 Veronnica Kenreich-yes 
 Tim Feirick-yes 

Nick Lindenmulder-yes 
 Julie Stark-yes   
Ben Schilling, being absent, did not vote. 
 

Motion carried. The sitting officers will hold their respective offices until the next annual 
organizational meeting. 

 
12. Commission Member Comments  

Nick Barnes introduced Nick Lindenmulder to the board. 
 

13. Public Comments 
None.  

 
14. Next Meeting   

November 19, 2025, at 7:00 pm 
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15. Adjournment 
Nick Barnes motioned to adjourn, 
seconded by Tim Feirick 
All the members present supported.  Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________             ___________________________________ 
Recording Secretary, Wendy Colburn                               Secretary, Veronnica Kenreich  

 

  


