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Silver Creek Township Planning Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
November 19, 2025, 7:00 p.m.
Township Hall
32764 Dixon Street
Dowagiac M| 49047

Ben Schilling called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 19, 2025.
All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Roll Call

MEMBERS PRESENT: Nick Barnes, Ben Schilling, Veronnica Kenreich, John Joossens, Julie Stark,
Nick Lindenmulder, and Tim Feirick

MEMBERS ABSENT: none

OTHERS PRESENT: Wendy Colburn and Paige Bordeur

Approval of the agenda for November 19, 2025

Nick Barnes motioned to approve the amended agenda from November 19, 2025
John Joossens seconded.

The motion passed by voice vote.

Approval of the minutes of October 22, 2025

Nick Barnes motioned to approve the minutes from October 22, 2025.
Julie Starke seconded.

The motion passed by voice vote.

Communications
None.

Public Comment
No members of the public were present.

ZBA Report
No updates.

Building And Zoning Administrator's Report
No updates.

New Business
None.
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11.

12.

Old Business

Paige Bordeur, assistant planner with McKenna, presented the updated draft of the master
plan, which incorporates the corrections and recommendations made by the members at
October’s meeting. Members received a copy of the rough draft via email.

Nick Barnes asked about the possibility of including a current zoning map in the master plan.
Ms. Bordeur noted that current zoning maps are not typically included. Members discussed
the potential benefits of providing a current zoning map for reference and context, possibly
as an appendix. Ms. Bordeur also briefed members on the next steps. She will contact the
township clerk to have the plan put on the township website before the public hearing.

Nick Barnes noted that dates to review the master plan need to stay within the 64-day
window. If the Planning Commission could vote to forward the draft Master Plan to the
Township Board for consideration following the public hearing around February. It would
then be presented to the Township Board in March, which aligns with the timeline. He also
notes that township officials, listed in the Master Plan, need to be updated

Veronnica Kenreich would like to give the township attorney and members time to review
changes before holding a public meeting. She requested clarification on how to address the
draft changes if the township wishes to include the Wetlands and Solar Farms ordinances.

The members discussed solar farms and micro wetlands, which were not included in the
original scope of the master plan. Since additional work may be required to address these
items, Ben Schilling asked Nick Barnes about submitting the draft to the township board for
their review.

Nick Barnes motioned to submit the draft Master Plan to the Township Board for
review at their December meeting

Julie Stark seconded.

Motion passed by voice vote.

Commission Member Comments

Veronnica Kenreich inquired about a proposal from Paige Boudoir regarding the inclusion of
a Solar Farm and Micro-Wetlands Ordinance. She noted that Porter Township has a similar
ordinance and will forward a copy to all members for discussion at the next meeting. She
stated she is interested in forming a wetland committee to develop a map or description
identifying micro-wetlands and previously contacted McKenna regarding a proposal for this
initiative.

Nick Barnes suggests that the 2026 Planning Commission meeting schedule be established,
including specific meeting times, in case members prefer earlier meetings. The members
agreed to schedule all meetings in 2026 for 6:30 PM and will discuss the dates further at the
January 2026 meeting.

Ben Schilling states that the January meeting is scheduled for January 28, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.
The February meeting will take place on February 25, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. Then all other
meetings will resume on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. through
November 2026, with the traditional break in December. He notes there is a Special Meeting
coming up on December 3, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. and handed out the packets to all members.
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13. Public Comments
None.

14. Next Meeting
Special Meeting December 3, 2025, at 7:00 pm

15. Adjournment
Nick Barnes motioned to adjourn,
Seconded by John Joossens
All the members present supported.
Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm

Recording Secretary, Wendy Colburn

Secretary, Veronnica Kenreich
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