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Silver Creek Township Planning Commission 
Special Meeting Minutes 

December 3, 2025, 7:00 p.m.  
Township Hall 

32764 Dixon Street 
Dowagiac MI 49047 

     
 

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ben Schilling at 7:08 p.m. 
  

2. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairman Ben Schilling.   
 

3. Roll Call 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Ben Schilling, Veronnica Kenreich, Julie Stark, Nick Lindenmulder, and Tim 
Feirick  

               MEMBERS ABSENT:  Nick Barnes and John Josseens 
               OTHERS PRESENT: Wendy Colburn and Amelia Distefano 
 

4. Approval of the Special Agenda for December 3, 2025  
Tim Feirick motioned to approve the amended agenda for December 3, 2025 
Julie Stark seconded.  
The motion passed by voice vote.  

 

5. New Business 
Chairman Ben Schilling opened the public hearing on the Special Land Use and site 
approval request of Amelia Distefano  

a. Veronnica Kenreich read the Public Hearing Notice of the Special Land Use and site 
approval request of Amelia Distefano to permit the operation of a horse-riding 
stable/equine boarding and teaching facility on the property 33684 Silver St., 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 (Parcel No. 14-130-018-005-00).   
  

6. Call for Public Comment 
No members of the public present.  
 
Amelia DiStefano states that the plan is to provide horse riding lessons that will 
accommodate 2-3 people at a time, with three sessions offered one day a week. Due to the 
weather conditions, lessons will begin in March and end when the weather is harsh. 
 

7. Commission Member Comments 

Julie Starke mentioned that she drove past the property recently and observed cars parked 
both along the side of the road and on the property. She wanted to know if this was typical for 
the business.  

Amelia DiStefano clarified that this event was a non-profit educational gathering, 
which occurs only once or twice a year, and this occasion happened to attract a larger crowd 
than usual. 

Veronnica Kenreich inquired about the parking allotment of ten spaces.  
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Amelia DiStefano responded that the arena is built, and parking has not been an 
issue, stating that the available spaces are usually more than sufficient. 

Amelia DiStefano asked members if she needed any additional special permits for her non-
profit gatherings. Members clarified that if she uses the property for its intended purpose, no 
further permits are required from the township.  

Veronnica Kenreich inquired if a riding stable is commercial.  Tim Fierick states that the 
Riding Stables are recreational in the ordinance. 

Ben Schilling read, § 155.132 BASIS OF DETERMINATION, from the Silver Creek Township 
Code of Ordinances aloud.  
 
Ben Schilling read, § 155.133 APPROVAL TERM AND EXPIRATION, from the Silver Creek 
Township Code of Ordinances aloud. 
 
Ben Schilling read from § 155.150 SPECIAL LAND USES, from the Silver Creek Township Code 
of Ordinances, noting that riding stables are an approved use.  
 
Ben Schilling read the STAFF REPORT from Ryan Laylin, Silver Creek Township Zoning 
Administrator, dated November 17, 2025, aloud.  
   

8. Special Use Request Vote 
Julie Stark motioned to approve the Special Land Use Request as submitted, motion CARRIED 

Roll Call Vote: 
Yes: Ben Schilling, Nick Lindenmulder, Julie Stark, Tim Fierick, Veronnica Kenreich 

 No:   none 
Absent: Nick Barnes, John Jooseens  

 
9. Adjournment 

Veronnica Kenrich motioned to adjourn, 
Seconded by Tim Fierick 
All the members present supported.   
Meeting adjourned at 7:27 pm 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________             ___________________________________ 
Recording Secretary, Wendy Colburn                               Secretary, Veronnica Kenreich  

 

  


