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MINUTES SILVER CREEK TOWNSHIP 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS PUBLIC HEARING – April 16, 2025 

  

Wendy Colburn called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and everyone recited the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Members present – Ben Schilling, Thom Brown, Wendy Colburn, Glenn Feirick, Todd Tirotta, and 

Jennifer Stockwell 

Members absent – none 

 

Others present - Mark Davis and members of the public. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 10, 2025, MINUTES 

Wendy Colburn states that the minutes should be corrected from “Ben Schilling will chair the 

Planning Commission and is no longer on the Zoning Board” to “Ben Schilling will chair the 

Planning Commission and remain on the Zoning Board of Appeals.” 

Ben Schilling motioned to approve the corrected Zoning Board meeting minutes from February 

10, 2025, seconded by Thom Brown.   

Motion carried by voice vote. 

 

READING OF PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

Wendy Colburn read the public hearing notice:  “The request of Sally A. Taylor on behalf of the Tina 

M. Caravette Trust, regarding the property located across the street from her property at 55955 Inn D 

Inn Drive, Dowagiac, MI (Parcel No. 14-130-031-034-05) located in the R-1 Single Family Residential 

Zoning Classification for a 13.82 foot variance from the required 30-foot front yard setback in order to 

permit the construction of a 24’x24’ garage approximately 15.3’ from the west side of Inn-D-Inn Drive on 

the property numbered 14-130-031-034-05. Standards of review for the Zoning Board of Appeals are 

contained in Section 155.253 of the Zoning Ordinance.  Such other and further matters as may properly 

come before the zoning board of appeals.” 

 

STANDARDS OF REVIEW 

Standards of Review, Section 155.253 of the Zoning Ordinance, was read by Wendy Colburn.  

 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR COMMENT 

Mark Davis notes that the property is located in the water district, and not R-1 Single Family 

Residential Zoning Classification, as stated in the public hearing notice. Although he feels the 

property meets practical difficulty, he has some concerns about the retaining wall. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Sally Taylor addressed the board members.  She clarified that the setback should be a variance of 

20’ on the north side and 13.82’ on the south side; she missed this in her application, but noted it 

is correct on her drawing. She feels the slope of the property and the easement of the road are 

preventing them from building on the property.  Suzannah, from Wightman, the company 
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responsible for designing the retaining wall, addressed the board members. She discussed the 

initial consideration of a 25- to 30-foot-high retaining wall but proposed a more effective solution. 

Suzannah suggested pulling the garage closer to the road to avoid disrupting the topography. Her 

plan would also address drainage issues and reduce the necessity for higher retaining walls. 

 

There were no written comments submitted, and no other parties present expressed their 

support. One neighbor, who lives next to the proposed garage, voiced opposition. He sought 

assurances that his existing brick driveway would not be damaged and wanted to know what 

measures would be taken to prevent the steep slope from collapsing before a retaining wall could 

be constructed. He is worried that any damage to his property will be his responsibility to repair.  

 

Suzannah, with Wightman, addressed his concerns. She explained that temporary support would 

be put in place before the retaining wall is built. During construction, measures will also be 

implemented to prevent damage, including the installation of temporary walls.  

 

Jennifer Stockwell inquired about runoff and erosion after the garage is constructed and how 

they plan to protect the neighboring properties. Suzannah responded that landscaping and 

erosion blankets would be used to mitigate these issues.  

 

Todd Tirotta asked about the type of walls being used, and Suzannah clarified that tile would be 

utilized to alleviate hydrostatic pressure, along with standard gutters for the building.  

 

Jennifer Stockwell questioned why the garage is not being constructed at the back of the 

property, where stairs could provide access. Sally Taylor replied that while this option exists, it 

would make it cumbersome to traverse the property with the garage located so far away. 

 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS DISCUSSION 

During the public comment portion, the petitioner stated that their planned garage would be 

located further from the road than their neighbor's deck, which is currently under construction. In 

light of this statement, Ben Schilling sought clarification on whether the neighboring property’s 

new deck would be closer to the road. Mark Davis responded that the deck is a reconstruction of 

a preexisting structure. 

 

Schilling then inquired why the petitioner could not build a garage on the backside of their 

property. Suzannah explained that this option is indeed feasible, however, there is a significant 

distance to the main house. This is why they are requesting a variance to place the garage closer 

to the main residence. 

 

Todd Tirotta expressed concerns about the limited space available, he also mentioned that an 

explanation on how they plan to address drainage and the details of the retaining wall being built 

should be incorporated into the plan before presenting it to the board. Glen Feirick and Thom 

Brown shared this concern. Suzannah clarified that they chose to seek permission before 
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completing the design to save on costs; they did not want to incur extra expenses if the board 

were to deny their request. Ben Schilling took the opportunity to define "practical difficulty" and 

explain it to the petitioners and the public. 

 

Reviewing the Standards of Review Section 155.253 of the Silver Creek Township Code of 

Ordinances, the members determined that there is no evidence of practical difficulty by roll call 

vote.  

 

Ben Schilling motioned to vote whether or not a practical difficulty exists with the variance 

request as written. 

Glenn Feirick seconded. 

 

Ben Schilling- no 

Thom Brown- yes 

Glenn Feirick- no 

Wendy Colburn- no 

Todd Tirotta – no 

Jennifer Stockwell- no 

 

Thom Brown motioned to approve or deny the variance request as presented 

Jennifer Stockwell seconded. 

 

Todd Tirotta – deny 

Glenn Feirick- deny 

Thom Brown- deny 

Ben Schilling- deny 

Jennifer Stockwell- deny 

Wendy Colburn- deny 

The variance request of Sally A. Taylor on behalf of the Tina M. Caravette Trust is denied. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

none 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ben Schilling motioned to adjourn, seconded by Thom Brown. 

Adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Wendy Colburn, Chairman/Secretary 


