Silver Creek Planning Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes DRAFT
January 28, 2026 6:30 PM
Township Hall
32764 Dixon Street

Dowagiac, Mi 49047

Ben Shilling called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 28,
2026

. All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of
America.

Roll Call

MEMBERS PRESENT: Ben Schilling, Nick Barnes, Nick Lindenmulder, Julie Stark,
Veronnica Kenreich. John Joossens entered the meeting at 6:50 p.m.

MEMBER ABSENT: Tim Feirick.

. Approval of the agenda for January 28, 2026.

Nick Barnes motioned to approve the agenda for January 28, 2026.

Julie Stark motioned to seconded the motion.

Motion passed with a voice vote.

. Approval of the minutes from the special meeting on December 3, 2025.

Julie Stark motioned to approve the minutes from the special meeting on December
3, 2026.

Nick Linenmulder seconded the motion.

Motion passed with a voice vote.

. Communications-

Veronnica Kenreich received an email from Paige Brodeur at McKenna about the
Master Plan. It was agreed the this would be addressed in Old Business.

Public Comment

None.

. ZBA Report

None.

Building and Zoning Administrators Report-Administrator not present.

Ben Schilling relayed to the board that it has been suggested that the PC revisits the
fees of the Short-Term Rental Ordinance so the cost structure reflects the actual
cost of operating the program.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

New Business

Township Clerk Jess Hon discussed the upcoming budget with the Planning
Commission as well as upcoming educational opportunities. Future projects could
impact the township’s budget. As well as stipends for the PC board members.
Additionally, short-term rentals will be on next month’s agenda to review the
possible increase of fees to compensate for the actual costs f running the program
and enforcement. In ordinance discussions, the PC board is still working on the
possibility of creating a wetlands ordinance and exploring data centers and the
current ordinances regarding similar activities within the township.

Old Business

Veronnica Kenreich read the communications from Paige Brodeur from McKenna
has some questions about the proposed Master Pan that she would like clarified
before the final draft is approved.

Commission Members Comments

Commission members discussed the opportunity for the PC to attend the Michigan
lakes and Streams Conference in Muskegon, Michigan, on May 1-2, 2026.
Veronnica Kenreich gave a review of the current situation in Dowagiac with the
Bitcoin facility in the Sundstrand building and the possible expansion.

There was on open discussion by the board n the possibility of creating a park within
Silver Creek that is closer to the lakes that could possibly have recreational facilities
such as multi-purpose courts, playground equipment, and walking trails.

Call for Public Comment

None.

The next meeting of the Silver Creek Planning Commission is scheduled for February
25, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.

Adjournment

Nick Barnes motioned to adjourn the meeting.

Seconded by John Joossens,

All members present supported.

Meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m.



