SILVER CREEK TOWNSHIP
32764 DIXON ST | TOWNSHIP HALL
March 12, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.

1. Call to Order at 6:30pm.

2. Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3. Roll Call (All Present)- Supervisor Braman, Clerk Honn, Treasurer Behnke, Trustee
Stockwell, Trustee Barnes

4. PUBLIC COMMENT- was open at 6:32pm- comment made about the availability and
response time of the inspectors for plumbing and electrical- closed at 6:36pm.

5. Approval of Agenda with additions was approved unanimously.

6. Approval of February 11, 2026 Budget meeting minutes and regular meeting minutes
with corrections was motioned by Barnes, supported by Honn, approved unanimously.
Approval of February 18, 2026 Special Meeting Minutes was motioned by Barnes,
supported by Stockwell, approved by Behnke, Braman, Barnes, and Stockwell. Honn
abstained.

7. Motion to approve the Budget Amendment for the Building Department referencing
Journal Entry 579 was approved unanimously with a roll call vote. The amendment
increased both the revenue and expenditures in the amounts of $44,500 with no change
to the fund balance.

8. Approval of Bills & Claims, including Payroll, in the total amount of $ 96,284.47 was
approved with a roll call vote as follows YES- (5) Stockwell, Barnes, Braman, Honn,
Behnke. NO- (0) none

PUBLIC HEARING ON TAX MILLAGE

Supervisor Braman opened the Hearing for comment on the proposed budget and milage.
No comments were made. The Township Board voted to close the Public Hearing at 6:43pm by
roll call vote: YES- Barnes, Braman, Honn, Behnke, Stockwell; NO- none.

9. REPORTS & UPDATES

a. Police & Fire- Chief Lozada encouraged the smoke detector program and relayed
that most house fires only have 1 or fewer working fire alarms. This is a free
service offered by our local fire departments.
Building & Zoning- permit reports were provided to the Board.
Planning Commission- Master Plan Public Hearing March 18th at 6:30pm
Other Boards/Commissions
Treasurer & Clerk’s Report- Treasurer Behnke reported out on taxes still owed,
specifically the Building on Leased Land Demand for Tax. If not paid by May 31,
the Treasurer will move forward and bring them to court. Clerk Honn reported on
the new Early Voting Plan for the County. The location has moved to the VFW in
Cassopolis. Early Voting will be held for the August and November Elections.
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SILVER CREEK TOWNSHIP
32764 DIXON ST | TOWNSHIP HALL
March 12, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.

10. DISCUSSIONS/ OLD BUSINESS

a.

Fire Service Contract Update- negotiations and contract wording are still in the
works. Under attorney review.

The Establishment of the Township Fire Board- was discussed and Braman pointed
out that PA 33 encourages a Fire Board, and he requested the rest of the Board do
some research and see what they would like to do; to decide at a later time if this
is something that we need. The hypothetical make-up of the positions was
discussed. Honn opposed the formation as Chiefs cannot serve on it and currently,
they have direct and open communication with both fire departments through
their chiefs. Chief Lozada also commented.

Short Term Rental Ordinance review for compliance. The new court process to
enforce the STR ordinance was discussed. Our Code Enforcement Officers are
working on a successful process that will help get all of them into compliance for
safety and contact purposes.

Cass County Road Commission Road Contracts update. The CCRC is going to make
a few adjustments. The rough estimates come in at $221,500. The contracts
should be ready before the end of the month.

Indian Lake Sewer Update- Supervisor Braman noted that with Keeler opposing
SLAUA assumption of Indian Lake Sewer that he was looking into options with the
City of Dowagiac. Honn explained that SLAUA wants fiduciary control, but not
ownership, with limits on capital spending increased and the ability to make
decisions faster. Honn opposed giving the system to the city as they are short-
staffed on the DPW side and have already stated that they would increase rates
when she asked the Director about it at the SLAUA meeting. Braman suggested
locking the rates for a certain time could be part of the agreement. Laylin, who
chairs SLAUA pointed out that SLAUA needs to be able to make the decisions so
that maintenance is not delayed. He also presented and requested the Board to
approve a quote for wet well liner repair as it exceeded SLAUA’s limits.

Packets- Stockwell brought up the availability of the agenda packets and
requested to be earlier. Honn explained that sometimes her office is still waiting
on final invoices or reports, but that the packet is available for review, just not
printed until final. Braman encouraged both trustees to come into the office
outside of meeting days to give them time to review and discuss information
ahead of the meeting.

11. NEW BUSINESS

a.

Resolution to approve the Cass County Early Voting Site Agreement- was moved
by Honn, supported by Barnes and was approved with a roll call vote as follows
YES- (5) Behnke, Stockwell, Barnes, Braman, Honn; NO- (0) none.

Russom Park request for $8,400 towards Fertilization and Turf treatment was
approved with the stipulations that the other parties agree to cover the remaining
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SILVER CREEK TOWNSHIP
32764 DIXON ST | TOWNSHIP HALL
March 12, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.

50% of costs. Motion moved by Stockwell, supported by Honn, and was approved
with a roll call vote as follows YES- (5) Behnke, Stockwell, Barnes, Braman, Honn;
NO- (0) none.

c. Motion to approve the wet well liner quote [for Indian Lake Sewer] from Plumbers
in the amount of $18,405.00 was motioned by Honn, supported Behnke, was
approved with a roll call vote as follows YES- (5) Honn, Behnke, Stockwell, Barnes,
Braman; NO- (0) none.

12. PUBLIC COMMENT- comment was made about the location of the Early Voting site not
being at a county owned building was made, comment about the availability of sewer
minutes not available was made, another comment added that the courthouse should be
used for Early Voting.

13. BOARD COMMENT — Honn requested a Special Meeting before the March 31 deadline so
that the contracts and General Appropriations could be voted on before the new fiscal
year. The Board agreed to meet on March 26™ at 9am. The agenda for the special
meeting will include road contracts, Sheriff contract, Budget, final budget amendments,
fire contracts.

14. ADJOURNMENT was moved by Stockwell, second by Honn, with unanimous support the
meeting adjourned at 7:32pm

NEXT MEETING IS MARCH 26™ AT 9AM FOR A SPECIAL MEETING

APRIL 8™ IS THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING

Silver Creek Township Clerk, Jessica Honn
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