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Silver Creek Township Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

February 25, 2026; 6:30 p.m.  
Township Hall 

32764 Dixon Street 
Dowagiac MI 49047     

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ben Schilling at 6:30 p.m. 

  
2. Chairman Ben Schilling led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 
3. Roll Call 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Ben Schilling, Veronnica Kenreich, Julie Stark, John Joossens, and Tim Feirick  
               MEMBERS ABSENT: Nick Barnes and Nick Lindenmulder 
               OTHERS PRESENT: Members of the public, Ryan Laylin, and Wendy Colburn  
 

4. Approval of the Agenda for February 25, 2026  
Julie Stark motioned to approve the amended agenda for February 25, 2026. 
John Joossens seconded.  
The motion passed by voice vote.  

 

5. Approval of the Minutes of January 28, 2026, regular meeting 
Veronnica Kenreich noted a misspelling of Jessica Hon's name. 
Veronnica Kenreich motioned to approve the amended minutes from the January 28, 2026, 
meeting 
Julie Stark seconded. 
The motion passed by voice vote. 
 

6. Communications 
Ben Schilling notes the SW Materials Management Planning Committee has a meeting set for 
March 4, 2026.  On March 19, 2026, Data Centers and Michigan's Electric Utilities - Institute 
for Public Utilities Director Dr. Erik Nordman will share the latest developments regarding 
data center proposals and how they might affect Michigan's electric utilities, customers, and 
communities.  
 

7. Public Comment 
None 
 

8. ZBA Report 
None 
 

9. Building and Zoning Administrator’s Report 
Supplied by Ryan Laylin.  
 

10. New Business 
None 
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11. Old Business  
 

• Master Plan -Members discussed the next steps needed for the master plan.   
Discussion continued on topics including public parks and micro wetlands. 

• Short-term rental - discussion continued between members and Ryan Laylin, 
regarding application fees and enforcement. 

• Ordinance - The discussion of the ordinance continued, focusing on solar energy, 
wetlands, and Parks and Recreation. 

    
12. Commission Member Comments 

Ben Schilling noted that the Cass County Board of Commissioners and Cass County 
Planning Commission will host an informational session at 5 p.m. Thursday, March 26, at the 
Commissioner’s Chambers located in the Cass County Administration Building. This 
meeting is focused on helping local governments understand policy and planning 
considerations related to data centers.  He notes there is a limit to in-person attendees.   A 
livestream will also be available for those who cannot attend in person. 

The upcoming 2026 Silver Creek Township Planning Commission meetings will be held at 
6:30 p.m. on the following dates: 

• March 25, 2026  
• April 22, 2026 
• May 27, 2026 
• June 22, 2026 
• July 22, 2026 
• August 26, 2026 
• September 23, 2026 
• October 28, 2026 
• November and December 2026 to be determined. 

Tim Fierick motioned to approve the 2026 Silver Creek Township Planning Commission 
Meeting dates. 
Julie Stark seconded.  All members present supported.  
 

13. Call for Public Comment 
None.  
 

14. Next Meeting March 25, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. 
 

15. Adjournment 
Julie Stark motioned to adjourn. Seconded by Tim Fierick 
All the members present supported.  Meeting adjourned at 7:16 pm 

 

 

_________________________________             ___________________________________ 
Recording Secretary, Wendy Colburn                               Secretary, Veronnica Kenreich   


