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Silver Creek Township Planning Commission 
Special Meeting Minutes 

March 18, 2026; 6:30 p.m.  
Township Hall 

32764 Dixon Street 
Dowagiac MI 49047     

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ben Schilling at 6:30 p.m. 

  
2. Chairman Ben Schilling led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 
3. Roll Call 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Ben Schilling, Veronnica Kenreich, Julie Stark, John Joossens, and Tim Feirick  
               MEMBERS ABSENT: Nick Barnes and Nick Lindenmulder 

        OTHERS PRESENT: Members of the public, Jessica Honn, Paige Smith with McKenna, and  
Wendy Colburn  

 
4. Approval of the Agenda for March 18, 2026  

Veronnica Kenrich motioned to approve the amended agenda for March 18, 2026. 
Julie Stark seconded.  
The motion passed by voice vote.  

 

5. Presentation 
Paige Smith, with McKenna, distributed presentation handouts via email and provided an 
overview of the draft Master Plan.  
 

6. Call for Public Comment 
A member of the public requested clarification regarding the enhanced regulations for 
marijuana. Ben Schilling and Veronnica Kenreich explained that residents had expressed a 
preference to prohibit dispensaries and grow operations within the township. 
Jessica Honn inquired about the land use map. Schilling stated that the current map was 
provided by Cass County and that the township will be updating its own zoning and land use 
map. 
Honn also raised questions regarding amendments to the zoning ordinance and limitations 
on solar development. McKenna addressed these questions and directed members to the 
draft Master Plan. 
A member of the public had questions about Future Land Use and setbacks.  Addressed by 
McKenna, Ben Schilling, and Veronnica Kenreich  

 

7. Post Hearing Adoption 
a. Member comments 

Minor typographical and clerical corrections to the draft Master Plan were identified 
by members. McKenna acknowledged and addressed the items, making corrections 
or noting them for follow-up.  Members' questions were answered. The Board 
conducted a review of the draft Master Plan and discussed various other revisions, 
including proposed additions and removals.  Ben Schilling will summarize the 
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changes discussed and send an email to McKenna and all Planning Commission 
members. 
 

b. Resolution to approve or amend and approve submission to the township. 

Julie Stark motioned to move forward with the resolution to the township with 
amendments discussed at tonight’s meeting.  Seconded by Tim Fierick.  All members 
present approved. 

8. Adjournment 
Tim Fierick motioned to adjourn. Seconded by Julie Stark 
All the members present supported.  Meeting adjourned at 7:21 pm 

 

 

_________________________________             ___________________________________ 
Recording Secretary, Wendy Colburn                               Secretary, Veronnica Kenreich   


