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Silver Creek Township Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
April 22, 2026; 6:30 p.m.  

Township Hall 
32764 Dixon Street 
Dowagiac MI 49047     

 
1. The meeƟng was called to order by Chairman Ben Schilling at 6:30 p.m. 

  
2. Chairman Ben Schilling led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 
3. Roll Call 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Ben Schilling, Nick Lindenmulder, Veronica Kenreich, Julie Stark, John 
Joossens  

               MEMBERS ABSENT: Nick Barnes and Tim Fierick 
               OTHERS PRESENT: Members of the public, and Wendy Colburn  
 

4. Approval of the Agenda for April 22, 2026  
Veronica Kenreich moƟoned to approve the agenda for April 22, 2026. 
Julie Stark seconded.  
The moƟon passed by voice vote.  

 

5. Approval of the Minutes of March 25, 2026, regular meeting 
Julie Stark motioned to approve the amended minutes of the March 25, 2026, meeting 
Nick Lindenmulder seconded. 
The motion passed by voice vote. 
 

6. Communications 
None.  
 

7. Public Comment 
None 
 

8. ZBA Report 
None 
 

9. Building and Zoning Administrator’s Report 
Supplied to Ben Schilling before the meeting.  
 

10. New Business 
a. Bylaw review and update- Ben Schilling, since meeting times were changed, the 

bylaws need to be updated, and this will be addressed at the next meeting. Members 
should look through the current bylaws so it can all be taken care of.  Veronnica will 
provide a copy to anyone who does not have a copy, noting that copies were provided 
in January. 

b. Zoning map updates- It was discovered that the map displayed on the wall is not the 
oƯicially approved zoning map. The last approved map, created in 2019, is available 
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on the website. The township needs to approve a formal map for the master plan. He 
would like to review the map and prepare a resolution for the township board to vote 
on. 

  
11. Old Business  

 
a. Discuss McKenna’s proposal for updates on ordinances- Veronnica Kenreich states 

that for the master plan, solar farms, land division, and solar panels are common 
issues. She believes these topics are beyond the board's scope and states that 
McKenna wants them addressed. The Wetland Ordinance would improve 
enforcement eƯorts and reduce response times from the Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), allowing the township to handle 
matters locally. Ben Schilling would like to identify all the changes, then consolidate 
them in one meeting to save time and township resources.  

b. Silver Creek Poultry-  Feedback from the township attorney who discussed the 
decommission bond.  Ben Schilling adds that reviewing every few years or a sale of 
the property could trigger a review of the bond.  Members discussed.  John Jooseens 
and Veronnica Kenreich would still like to see numbers from the attorney, as they still 
feel the board is setting a precedent.  
Motion made to have the applicant resubmit a revised plan to include a 
decomposition plan that must contain the following:  

1. A trigger for decommissioning 

a. Clearly define when removal is required such as the end of its stated useful life or it 
has not been generating for 12 months. 

2. Scope of removal to include at least the following items: 

a. Solar panels 

b. Pannel support structure 

c. Underground wire above a 2’ depth 

d. Concrete pads 

e. Fencing 

f. Transformers or other electrical equipment 

3. Site restoration to pre-installation condition 

4. Disposal and recycling plan for removed items 

5. Cost of removal, disposal and recycling estimate from a 3rd party contactor with structural 
removal experience 

6. Bond to be held by the township valued at 125% of the cost estimate. Estimate to be updated 
and submitted to the township by the then current property owner every 5 years from the date 
of the Planning Commission’s approval to be kept current through the term of the special use 

7. Decommission timeline 

a. Decommission will begin within 6 months of a decommission trigger and be 
completed within 12 months. 
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8. Statement that the property owner or operator is legally responsible. The township may draw 
on bond if decommission is not completed. 

Ben Schilling notes that this plan applies only to this application until the Township updates the 
ordinance.  

Julie Stark moved to approve the motion to have the applicants resubmit a revised plan as read  
Nick Lindenmulder seconded the motion 
Motion Carried unanimously 
 
 Commission Member Comments 

None. 
 

12. Call for Public Comment 
A member of the public could not hear everyone clearly and requested that everyone speak 
more loudly. 
 

13. Next Meeting May 27, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. 
 

14. Adjournment 
John Jooseens motioned to adjourn. Seconded by Julie Stark 
All the members present supported.  Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm 

 
 
_________________________________             ___________________________________ 
Recording Secretary, Wendy Colburn                               Secretary, Veronnica Kenreich   


