Silver Creek Township Planning Commission
Public Hearing and Regular Minutes
May 27, 2026; 6:30 p.m.

Township Hall
32764 Dixon Street
Dowagiac M| 49047

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ben Schilling at 6:30 p.m.
2. Chairman Ben Schilling led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Roll Call
MEMBERS PRESENT: Ben Schilling, Veronnica Kenreich, Julie Stark, John Joossens, Tim Feirick, Nick
Barnes, and Nick Lindemulder
MEMBERS ABSENT - NONE
OTHERS PRESENT: Members of the public, and Wendy Colburn

4. Approval of the Agenda for May 27, 2026
Julie Stark motioned to approve the amended agenda for March 18, 2026.
Tim Feirick seconded.
The motion passed by voice vote.

5. Ben Schilling paused the regular meeting and opened the public hearing at 6:31 pm

6. Open Public Hearing

a. ThomasF. Jerdon, Trustee of the Donna Jerdon Trust, rezoning request. Ben Schilling read
the Public hearing notice
“The request of Thomas F. Jerdon, Trustee of the Donna Jerdon Trust, to rezone the
property commonly addressed as 32500 M-62 West, Dowagiac, MI, within the Township
identified as Parcel No 14-130-032-021-10 containing the red brick house and the
adjoining unaddressed property identified as Parcel No. 14-130-032-021-01 from the
existing C Commercial District Zoning Classification to the AR Agricultural and Rural District
Zoning Classification. Standards of review for the Planning Commission’s consideration of
arezoning application are contained in Section 155.275(B) (4) of the Silver Creek Township
Code of Ordinances.”

b. Callfor Public Comment

Thomas Jerdon stated he is there for any questions members have. No other
comments were made.

7. Closed public hearing at 6:34 pm
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8.

10.

1"

12.

13.

Rezoning request discussion and vote

Nick Barnes asked for a history of the property, noting that it is in an agricultural residential
area and inquiring how it came to be zoned commercial. Mr. Jerdon stated that he was unsure
but believed it may have been zoned that way when a butcher shop previously operated on
the property before his parents purchased it. He explained that he would eventually like to
sell the property and does not want the concern of a business locating there under the
current zoning. He also noted that a potential homebuyer may have difficulty obtaining
financing if the property is not properly rezoned. Ben Schilling notes that all the surrounding
properties are zoned as agricultural residential. He also explained the township process.

Tim Feirick motioned to approve the rezoning request as written.
Julie Starke seconded.
A roll call vote was conducted on the motion by Secretary Veronnica Kenreich:
e Ben Shilling —yes
e John Jooseens- yes
e Nick Barnes- yes
e Nick Lindemulder- yes
e Tim Feirick — yes
e Julie Stark —yes
e Veronica Kenreich- yes

Motion carried

Approval of the minutes of April 22, 2026, regular meeting

Veronnica Kenreich motioned to approve the minutes from April 22, 2026, and
John Jooseens seconded.

The motion passed by voice vote.

Communications
None.

. ZBA report

Given by Wendy Colburn

Building and Zoning Administrator’s report
Given by Ben Schilling

New Business
a. Data Center Moratorium

Schilling noted that several townships have addressed data centers and requested an
update on the Township’s position regarding the same. Barnes stated that the general
sentimentis to pursue some form of regulation. He further expressed interest in establishing
a temporary moratorium and requested input and guidance from McKenna regarding
appropriate language. He indicated that, whether through McKenna or Township-developed
language, he would like to see provisions put in place. Kenreich stated that she would like to
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speak with McKenna representatives and noted that she has been conducting independent
research, which she will share with the Commission.

Other Planning Commission members expressed support for pursuing a moratorium and
obtaining additional information before moving forward.

Ben Schilling read Resolution No. 2026-003 Data Center Moratorium aloud. He asked if
members would like to make any changes.

Planning Commission member Julie Stark moved to adopt the resolution to the Township
Board as written, supported by Planning Commission member Nick Lindemulder, to adopt
Resolution No. 2026-003, as attached to these minutes, recommending that the Township
Board adopt the Data Center Moratorium Resolution No. 2026-003. The motion carried
unanimously. The Resolution was passed and adopted by the Silver Creek Township Planning
Commission. The signed Resolution No. 2026-003 recommending a Data Center Moratorium
is attached to and incorporated into these minutes as Attachment A.

14. Old Business

a. Bylaw resolution-
Ben Schilling asked if there were any other changes to members and requested
volunteers. Members will vote on the proposed changes at the next meeting

b. Zoning Map Resolution-
Ben Schilling would like to move the zoning map resolution forward to the township.
Explained the process to members. Kenreich asked for clarification as to which map
members are looking at since the 2021 map was not approved. He asked volunteers
to organize the information on file and make a recommendation on their findings at
an upcoming meeting.

c. McKenna- There have been no updates. Veronnica Kenreich will be reaching out to
them regarding ordinances for Wetlands, Solar, and Data Center.

15. Commission Member Comments
Lindemulder and Feirick volunteered for the sub-committee for the Bylaw and Zoning map
resolutions.

16. Call for Public Comments
Clarification was requested regarding the timing of the Township's review of the zoning map.
Ben Schilling addressed the comment and explained the process.

17. Adjournment
Julie Stark motioned to adjourn. Seconded by Veronnica Kenreich
All the members present supported. Meeting adjourned at 7:05 pm

Recording Secretary, Wendy Colburn Secretary, Veronnica Kenreich
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