MINUTES SILER CREEK TOWNSHIP

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING - January 7, 2026

Wendy Colburn called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.

Members Present - Wendy Colburn, Thom Brown, Glenn, Ferrick, Todd Tirotta, Jennifer
Stockwell.

Members absent - Ben Schilling

Others present - Members of the public

APPROVAL OF THE Arpil 16, 20225, MINUTES

Todd Tirotta motioned to approve the previous Zoning Board meeting minutes, seconded by
Thom Brown.

Motion carried by vote.

READING OF PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Jennifer Stockwell read the hearing notice. “The request of Mark Mantel regarding the
property at 31266 Currans Beach Road Dowagiac, Ml (Parcel No. 14-130-342-081-00) in the
“WD” Waterfront Residential District Zoning Classification for variances to permit the
construction a new 22’ x 32’ garage on the vacant parcel across Currans Beach Road from
the house with dimensions of 50’ x 25’ as follows:

o A28.4’variance from the 30’ required front yard setback in order to permit
construction of the proposed garage 1.6 feet from the road right-of-way; and

o a6-footvariance from the required 7- foot rear yard setback in order to permit
construction of the proposed garage approximately 1 foot from the rear property
line; and

o A26% variance from the 30% maximum lot coverage in order to the proposed garage
to cover 56 % of the parcel.
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STANDARD OF REVIEW

Standards of Review Section 155.253 of the Zoning Ordinance were noted by Wendy
Colburn.

ZONING ADMINSTARTOR REVIEW

Ryan Laylin had concerns about the setbacks that were proposed. He went over his letter
that he submitted and all the back up and maps that he had given to the ZBA for reference.
(see attached paperwork)

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mark Mantel spoke about the reason that he is requesting a variance and why he needs a
new structure. Ed Miller who is a neighbor, also stated he was in favor of the structure. Mike
Conrad who is a contractor, spoke of the other houses/garage structures he has built in this
neighborhood, he approves of the new structure and explained the structure. Brian
Hummel who is a neighbor, also stated he was in favor of the structure. No one spoke
against the construction of the garage.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS DISCUSSION

Todd Tirotta pointed out you can’t build ing anything on the lot according to the set beacks
that would need to be meant. Also, Jennifer Stockwell was concerned about the setback on
the back of the lot the most. Wendy Colburn had concerns about not having a primary
structure on the lot where the garage is being built. Ryan Layin explained that is why the
township Lawyer drew up a Letter of Understanding stating that if the property is sold in the
future the two parcels must be sold together that are owned by Mr. Mantel. Mr. Laylin also
discussed this with the assessor, and they stated they could also combine the two parcels
and make it one tax ID and this would correct that issue. Wendy Colburn also had
concerns about the size of the structure, and the percentage of the size.

More discussion followed on the percentage of property coverage if the two parcels were
combined. It was figured that if the parcels were combined, Mr. Mantel could build a
1071.77-foot structure on the property. It was also discussed that the structure will start 9
feet off the road. And the back yard setback would be 8 feet off the property line.
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Reviewing the Standards of Review Section 155.253 of the Silver Creek Township Code of
Ordinances, the members determined that there is evidence of practical difficulty.

Jennifer Stockwell motioned to approve the variance request as presented with the
conditions that either Letter of Understanding be signed stating that if the two properties
are sold, they must be sold together or that the two properties be combined into one parcel
by the assessor. Todd Tirotta seconded.

Wendy Colburn - Approved
Thom Brown — Approved
Glenn Fireck — Approved

Todd Tirotta — Approved
Jennifer Stockwell — Approved

NEW BUSINESS

Board Positions and Election of Officers. Everyone agreed to keep the same positions. A
motion was made by Wendy Colburn for all current board members keep their currant
office positions: Wendy Colburn - President, Todd Tirotta — Vice President, and Jennifer
Stockwell Secretary. It was seconded by Todd Tirotta.

Wendy Colburn — Approved
Thom Brown — Approved
Glenn Fireck — Approved

Todd Tirotta — Approved
Jennifer Stockwell — Approved

Jennifer Stockwell, Secretary and Recording Secretary
Zoning Board of Appeals January 7, 2026
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