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Silver Creek Township Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
June 24, 2026; 6:30 p.m.  

Township Hall 
32764 Dixon Street 
Dowagiac MI 49047     

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ben Schilling at 6:30 p.m. 

  
2. Chairman Ben Schilling led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 
3. Roll Call 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Ben Schilling, Nick Lindenmulder, Veronica Kenreich, Tim Feirick, John Joossens  
               MEMBERS ABSENT: Nick Barnes and Julie Stark 
               OTHERS PRESENT: Wendy Colburn  
 

4. Approval of the Amended Agenda for June 24, 2026  
Ben Schilling notes the date of the minutes should be May 27, 2026, and not March 25, 2026. 
Nick Lindenmulder motioned to approve the amended agenda for June 24, 2026. 
Veronica Kenrich seconded.  
The motion passed by voice vote.  

 

5. Approval of the Minutes of May 27, 2026, regular meeting 
Veronnica Kenreich motioned to approve the amended minutes of the March 25, 2026, meeting 
Nick Lindenmulder seconded. 
The motion passed by voice vote. 
 

6. Communications 
None.  
 

7. Public Comment 
None, no members of the public were present 
 

8. ZBA Report 
Given by Wendy Colburn 
 

9. Building and Zoning Administrator’s Report 
None.  
 

10. New Business 
a. Bylaw review and update 

Ben Schilling confirmed all members have received the email he sent earlier. He recommended moving 
forward with approving the bylaws and/or amendments, as the planning commission has the authority 
to make these changes without requiring further approval. Veronnica Kenreich will prepare a draft of 
the current bylaws and have it ready for the next meeting for members to review and discuss.  

Nick Lindemulder will be meeting with the township supervisor regarding the map. Ben Schilling would 
like to know where the current zoning map is located. He will also clarify with the township where 
documents will be housed. He will also ask for clarification on minutes, notices, public hearing notices, 
and where those are housed as well. 

 



 

Planning Commission- June 24, 2026 
P a g e  2 | 2 

 

b. Zoning Ordinance review of accessory buildings. 

Ben Schilling noted that this issue tends to come up most often with the Zoning Board of Appeals. He 
would like to make the application process easier to navigate. He also noted that requirements such as 
accessory site plans, dimensions, and mandatory surveys are currently left somewhat vague. Veronnica 
Kenreich agreed that this is a good direction and feels it would help add clarity and address gaps as 
they are identified. Schilling will work on this and report back to the board.  

  
11. Old Business  

 

Discuss McKenna’s proposal for updates on ordinances 

Veronnica Kenreich provided a follow-up on the master plan. She noted that the board previously 
requested that McKenna include solar farms, land division, and solar panels. Kenreich reported that 
she has reconnected with McKenna, who confirmed they can add an addendum to the proposal, as 
related provisions are already in place. McKenna will prepare drafts covering data centers, zoning 
ordinance amendments, solar farms, short-term rentals, and land division, and plans to attend a 
Planning Commission meeting to present and review these items with the board. A second draft will 
be distributed to the board for review. Several upcoming meetings will be scheduled, including a public 
hearing. The original proposal cost has been reduced from $14,000 to $11,000 due to clarifications, 
with a potential additional $400 reduction if McKenna’s participation can be conducted via Zoom. 
 
Veronnica Kenreich motioned to approve the proposal from McKenna from June 18, 2026, as 
submitted. 
Seconded by Tim Feirick.  
Motion carried by voice vote. 

 
12.  Commission Member Comments 

None. 
 

13. Call for Public Comment 

None.  

14. Next Meeting July 22, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. 
 

15. Adjournment 
Tim Feirick motioned to adjourn. Seconded by John Jooseens 
All the members present supported.   
Meeting adjourned at 7 pm 

 
 
_________________________________             ___________________________________ 
Recording Secretary, Wendy Colburn                               Secretary, Veronnica Kenreich    


